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Seneca Falls pro wears many hats on his job

By Shawn Carey
Staff Writer

SENECA FALLS — Nicholas
Serafino hangs up the portable
telephone with a push of his
thumb, leans over the table in
the clubhouse of the Seneca
Falls Country Club and contin-
ues his thesis on the difference

* between pro golfers and golf

pros.

“The guys like Jack Nicklaus
who play on the tour, they're pro
golfers,” Serafino said. “I'm a
golf pro, which means I'm just
like an average joe.

“I have to go out and cut the
lawn on Sundays, take out the
garbage, paint the house.”

The words dashed the illusion
some people have of the golf pro
as someone who does nothing
but play his chosen game and
cash hefty checks. Serafino has
been the golf pro at the Seneca
Falls Country Club for the past
six years. He said he loves the

job, but it's not all sun and
games. ‘

“I don't just golf all day — I
don’t have time,” said the
26-year-old Waterloo native. “I
have to teach golf lessons, sell
merchandise at my pro shop,
plan tournaments, and promote
golf and the country club.

“I have to wear a lot of hats,
and it's a lot of work.”

As if on cue, the phone rings
in his hand for the third time in
about 10 minutes. The caller
asks about an equipment order
from Serafino’s pro shop, which
is located a chip shot from the
first tee of the club golf course.
When Serafino hangs up, four
club members are standing next
to the table where the golf pro
sits. They want to pay him right
then to reserve a place in a golf
tournament at the club later this
month.

“See what I mean?” Serafino
asked. “It’s all part of the job.”

It’s also not quite what Serafi-

-

no had in mind when he swung
his first club at the age of 4. As
he developed his swing on a one-
hole course his father built for
him in the family backyard, Se-
rafino envisioned himself in
golf's version of “the Show."
“I've always wanted to play
the Tour,” he said.
The trouble is, he's not alone.
Only 225 golfers get to play
the PGA tour in any one year,
Serafino explained. The spots
are filled by the previous year's
top money winners and 50 golf-
ers who survive the qualifying
rounds held each year between
October and December. In an av-
erage year, 4,000 people play for
the chance to make the tran-
sition from golf pro to pro golfer.
Serafino, who is a Class A
member of the Pro Golfers Asso-
ciation, admits the only way he
can hope to make the elite group
on the tour is to play far more
golf than the 54 holes he aver-
ages a week.

“I'd have to quit this job, and I
don’t think I'm willing to take
that step,” Serafino said. “I've
got it good here.

“I like the members, and it's a
great course.”

There have been other perks
to the job. The best one has been
his wife, Laura.

“We met right here,” he said,
laughing at the memory. “She
came into the pro shop, and I
gave her a free greens pass.”

He translated the golf jargon.

“Basically, I let her play for
free,” he said, adding that the
move paid off. “We celebrated
our third wedding anniversary
April 14.”

As the anniversaries and
birthdays add up, Serafino
knows the clock is ticking on his
dream of cracking the big time.

“The older I get, the less of a
chance that I'll try to make it on
the tour,” he said. “But do I want
to make the sacrifices I'd need to
make to do that?”
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